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In The Name of Allah, the Beneficent and the Most Merciful
اللَّهُمَّ صَلِّ عَلَى مُحَمَّدٍ وآلِ مُحَمَّدٍ وعَجِّلْ فَرَجَهُمْ
Saying 3 Nahj al-Balāghah - Traits That Hinder Progress
Miserliness/Stinginess

Source: Study Nahj al-Balāghah
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	

	 


(٣٧) مُّهِينًۭا عَذَابًۭا لِلْكَـٰفِرِينَ وَأَعْتَدْنَا فَضْلِهِۦ مِن ٱللَّهُ ءَاتَىٰهُمُ مَآ وَيَكْتُمُونَ بِٱلْبُخْلِ ٱلنَّاسَ وَيَأْمُرُونَ يَبْخَلُونَ ٱلَّذِينَ

Those who are stingy, promote stinginess among people, and withhold Allah’s bounties. We have prepared for the disbelievers a humiliating punishment. (4:37)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
5] Know that Allah (swt) will definitely return and reward whatever is spent in His Way. (multifold times) 

The parable of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is that of a grain which grows seven ears, in every ear a hundred grains. Allah enhances severalfold whomever He wishes, and Allah is all-bounteous, all-knowing. (Baqarah, 2:261)
6] By being generous, we can ensure a ‘husn ul-aaqibat’ for ourselves. 

—those who are patient for the sake of their Lord’s pleasure, maintain the prayer, and spend secretly and openly out of what We have provided them, and repel evil [conduct] with good. For such will be the reward of the [ultimate] abode: the Gardens of Eden, which they will enter along with whoever is righteous from among their forebears, their spouses, and their descendants, and the angels will call on them from every door: ‘Peace be to you, for your patience.’ How excellent is the reward of the [ultimate] abode! (Sura Ra’ad, 13:22-24)
7] Understand that all that we own is from Allah (swt).  

To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth, Indeed Allah is the All-sufficient, the All-laudable. (Sura Hajj, 22:64)
8] If I continue being miserly, Allah can replace me!

Ah! There you are, being invited to spend in the way of Allah; yet among you there are those who are stingy; and whoever is stingy is stingy only to himself. Allah is the All-sufficient, and you are all-needy, and if you turn away He will replace you with another people, and they will not be like you. (Sura Muhammad 47:38)
The Effects of Bukhl (from Hadith) 
· Least at ease 

· Stores wealth for inheritors 

· Lacks friends 

· Gets Humiliated 

· His family lives uncomfortably 

· Soo’ dhan with Allah swt

· Lack of Tawakkul on Allah swt

· Constantly needs to justify his stinginess 

· Result of Ignorance (so his ignorance is manifested, his honor diminishes)
Instructive Anecdote: The Miser’s Sin
The man explained, “O’ Prophet of God! I am a wealthy person, but whenever a poor man approaches me for help, I feel as if a bolt of fire has approached me.”

On hearing this, the Holy Prophet (S) warned:

“Stay away from me and do not burn me in your fire! By He, Who has sent me with Guidance and Honour, if you were to offer prayers between al-Rukn and al-Maqaam (around the Ka’bah) for two thousand years and weep in such a measure that your tears flow as rivers and quench the trees, and after all this, if you were to die while still possessing the vice of stinginess, God would hurl you into Hell. Woe be unto you!

But do you not know that Allah has said:

and whoever is stingy is stingy only to himself. (47:38)
And those who are saved from their own greed—it is they who are the felicitous. (59:9)
We conclude this post by imploring Allah swt to rid us of the affliction of miserliness and grant us the virtue of generosity, as we are the followers of the Holy Ahlul Bayt (a.s.), who exemplified boundless generosity. 
وَاللهُ العَالِمُ وَلَهُ الحَمْدُ.
And God knows best and to Him belongs all the praise.
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