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In The Name of Allah, the Beneficent and the Most Merciful
اللَّهُمَّ صَلِّ عَلَى مُحَمَّدٍ وآلِ مُحَمَّدٍ وعَجِّلْ فَرَجَهُمْ
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYERS (SALAT AL-JAMA'AH)
MADE EASY TO COMPREHEND
 Revised Islamic Laws of Ayatullah Al-Sistani Dama-Dhilluhu

Notes from the Lecture of Sayyid Muhammad Rizvi

(unless otherwise indicated)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Imam Amir ul Mu'mineen ‘Ali (‘a) said: "If a praying person knew to what extent he was surrounded by His Mercy, he would never raise his head from (the state of) prostration. (Tasnif al-Ghurar-ul-Hikam, p. 175)

The Holy Prophet (S) said: "The worship done by the one who earns his living on unlawful money is similar to a building constructed upon sand." (Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 84, p. 258)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PAPER NO. 3

RULES OF CONGREGATIONAL PRAYERS
Joining Congregational Prayers (continued from last week)
· If a person joins the imam when he is in the second rak'ah of a four rak'ah prayer, then in his second rak'ah - which is the third rak'ah of the imam - he must sit after the two sajdahs, say tashahhud to the extent that is obligatory, and then stand up. And in the event that he does not have enough time [in his third rak'ah] to say al-tasbihat al-arba'ah three times, he must say it once and join the imam in ruku'.
· If a person joins when the imam is in qiyam of the third or fourth rak'ah, he must recite Surat al-Hamd and the other surah; and if he does not have enough time to recite the other surah, he must complete Surat al-Hamd and join the imam in ruku'; and if he does not have enough time to recite all of Surat al-Hamd, he can discontinue reciting Surat al-Hamd and go into ruku' with the imam.
· If the imam is in the third or fourth rak'ah and a follower knows that if he joins and recites Surat al-Hamd he will not be able to join the imam in ruku', then based on obligatory precaution, he must wait until the imam goes into ruku' and then join. 
· If the imam's prayer comes to an end and the follower is saying tashahhud or the first salam of the prayer, it is not necessary that he makes the intention of performing the prayer on his own.
· If a person arrives when the imam is saying tashahhud at the end of the congregational prayer, in the event that he wants to earn the reward of congregational prayers, he must make the intention, say takbirat al-ihram, and sit down; and he can say tashahhud with the imam with a general intention of attaining proximity to Allah without specifying any particulars about the tashahhud, such as it being a tashahhud of the prayer. However, based on obligatory precaution he must not say the salam. He must then wait until the imam has said the salam, stand up, and without saying takblr or making the intention again, he must recite Surat al-Hamd and the other surah and count that rak'ah as his first.
· If while a person is performing a recommended prayer a congregational prayer commences, in the event that he is not confident that if he completes the recommended prayer he will be able to join the congregational prayer, it is recommended that he abandons his prayer and joins the congregational prayer even if it is to join it in the first rak'ah.
· If while performing a three rak'ah or four rak'ah prayer a congregational prayer commences, in the event that he has not gone into the ruku' of the third rak'ah and he is not confident that if he completes the prayer he will be able to join the congregational prayer, it is recommended that he completes the prayer as a two rak'ah prayer with the intention of a recommended prayer and joins the congregational prayer.
To be continued next week Insha’Allah
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