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In The Name of Allah, the Beneficent and the Most Merciful
اللَّهُمَّ صَلِّ عَلَى مُحَمَّدٍ وآلِ مُحَمَّدٍ وعَجِّلْ فَرَجَهُمْ
Basis of our Relationship with Allah (swt)

Bashir A. Datoo, Ph.D.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Holy Prophet (s) said, 'When Allah loves a slave in my community, 
He casts love of him into the hearts of His friends, 
the spirits of the angels and the keepers of His throne, 
so that they love him.’
(Lantern of the Path)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Qur’anic Surah of Ar-Rahman begins with two short verses:

“Ar-Rahman. Allmal Qur’an” (55:1-2).

Allah (swt) pronounces two axioms, self-evident realities. He created human beings; He is the Creator and we are the created. Next, He declares that He taught us Qur’an, the Book of Guidance; He is the Guide and we are the followers. What should then be the basis of our relationship with Allah?

Human beings are motivated by two primary considerations: Greed, the promise of reward (Jannah); and Fear, the threat of punishment (Jahannam). Imam Ali (a) articulates a third basis. He states that he “didn’t worship Allah out of fear of hell or out of expectation of heaven, rather, out of love for Allah because He is worthy of our worship.” Stated differently, Imam identifies three groups of worshippers. “One group worships Allah out of desire for reward. This surely is the worship of traders. Another group worships Allah out of fear. This is the worship of slaves. Still another group worships Allah out of gratitude, manifested in love of Allah. This is the worship of free men.” There is nothing wrong with the first two bases. It is better to worship than not to worship at all. However, it is best done out of recognition of Allah’s supreme position.

Why is Allah Deserving of our Love?

The answer is in Bismillah. Allah is Rahman, beneficent, and He is Rahim, merciful. There is a fundamental distinction between two of his most important attributes. The distinction hinges upon to whom they are bestowed. The clue is in Surah Fatiha. Rahman is associated with Rabbil Aalamin (1:2 ), Lord of the Worlds, whereas Rahim is associated with Maliki Yammi Deen, Master of the Day of Judgment (1:4)

Because Allah is the Lord, He is beneficent to all of mankind. He created needs in us, particularly hunger and thirst, so He has provided in abundance all around us to satisfy our needs – on the earth’s surface, under the ground, in the ocean and in the atmosphere. He has also created desires in us, especially need to identify with a group and to share love with a dear one so he stressed the importance of the concept of ummah, belonging of Muslims together, and institution of marriage, bonding with a partner through love.

Because Allah is also the Master of Day of Judgment, He is merciful to all those who have received His message and acted on His guidance. Notwithstanding His warnings and our shortcomings, He says that we cannot even imagine the bounds of His mercy – “Say: O my servants who have acted extravagantly against their own souls [committed sins], do not despair of the mercy of Allah.”(39:53)

What does Love for Allah Translate into?

The Qur’an responds:” Say, If you love Allah, then follow me; Allah will love you and forgive your sins” (3:31.) The injunction is to follow Prophet Muhammad (s), back up faith in Allah coupled with core principles of Islam described in Usul-e-deen and perform prescribed deeds that cover both ibaadaat and muamalaat laid down in Furoo-e-deen. The ultimate reward is that the believer earns the pleasure of Allah and, as the above verse promises, “Allah will [in turn] love you.”
وَاللهُ العَالِمُ وَلَهُ الحَمْدُ.
And God knows best and to Him belongs all the praise.

